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International Meeting at The Hague. 

The following manifesto and minimum program is 
the result of the discussions at an international meeting 
held at The Hague from the 7th to the 10th of April, 
1915. Invitations were sent, in conjunction with simi- 
lar organizations in Switzerland and the Scandinavian 
countries, by the "Nederlandsche Anti-Oorlog Eaad" to 
a limited number of persons. The meeting was com- 
posed of more than thirty people, belonging to the fol- 
lowing countries: Austria, Belgium, Germany, Great 
Britain, Holland, Hungary, Norway, Sweden, Switzer- 
land, and United States of America. 

Letters of sympathy were also received from Den- 
mark, France, Italy, and Spain. 

The program was unanimously adopted after full dis- 
cussion. In addition, a "Central Organization for a 
Durable Peace" was created to serve as a link between 
national organizations and individuals in sympathy 
with the plan. An international council will be formed 
by this central organization. It was voted that the 
committee of the "Nederlandsche Anti-Oorlog Kaad" 
(Dutch Anti-War Council), supplemented by members 
from other countries, should be constituted the execu- 
tive of the international council. 

MANIFESTO. 

There is a great demand that this terrible war shall 
be followed by a lasting peace. This is a desire not 
only of the citizens of the belligerent powers, but also 
of all neutrals, for they have all suffered by the war, 
which has thus given grim proof of the solidarity of the 
interests of mankind. 

If we wish for a lasting peace, we must endeavor to 
remove the causes which led to the war. 

How was this world catastrophe possible? There 
may be disputes as to some of the deeper causes — as to 
the connection of war with the structure of our social 
system, the part played by conflicts of nationality, the 
immediate occasions of .the present conflict, the distri- 
bution of personal responsibility — but there can be no 
doubt as to certain general causes. 

The lack of respect for the freedom and equal rights 
of nationalities has fed the tendency for aggression and 
aroused national passions. The provocation of a con- 
scienceless and sensational press, fostered by the arma- 
ment interests, has poisoned the relations of the peoples 
of the world in spite of their generally expressed desire 
for peace. 

The policy of expansion, associated with imperialistic 
tendencies, the fierce rivalry for exclusive markets and 
for colonies has created dangerous antagonisms. 

The political organization of the world has been out- 
stripped by the growth of the interdependence of na- 
tional interests. In spite of the progress of interna- 
tional law we have been living in international an- 
archy. Eespect for law has been far from' universal. 
The work of the Hague Conferences has been left un- 
finished. No practical machinery of conciliation has 
yet been devised for the adjustment of conflicts of in- 
terests. 



The progressive increase of armaments, far from 
guaranteeing peace, has engendered an atmosphere of 
mistrust and hostility, and has created a definite im- 
pulse to use those armaments for the purpose of crush- 
ing opponents and of destroying the prosperity of com- 
mercial rivals. The consequent belief-in the inevitability 
of war has prevented constructive work for peace. 

The political system of Europe, dominated by the 
idea of the balance of power, far from being a security 
for peace, has intensified antagonisms and exaggerated 
every local conflict into a danger to the peace of the 
world. Under cover of diplomacy and secret treaties 
the tension has been increased until it has become in- 
tolerable. 

To all this we must endeavor to put an end. An op- 
portunity is offered — an opportunity that may never 
recur — in the peace that will end this war. 

To regenerate the political world concerns the whole 
of mankind. To accomplish this a world's peace con- 
ference, the "Third Hague Conference," must complete 
those peace negotiations, which in the first instance will 
be entered upon by the belligerents. Yet more! This 
time the people must have their say. The old regime of 
professional statesmen has collapsed. To inaugurate a 
new one all men of good will must work together. 

All, without distinction of nationality, religion, po- 
litical party, or social standing, are invited to join. The 
political and spiritual leaders of mankind whose voca- 
tion it is to prevent further injuries to our common 
civilization, the men of peaceful toil who must protect 
their creations from senseless destruction, those concen- 
trating their efforts in international organizations, the 
women in whose growing power we recognize a new hope 
for peace, the masses whose will it is never again to be 
led to slaughter and death — all must help, for all are 
united in solidarity. 

As a foundation for common action the following de- 
mands are put forward. These represent the mini- 
mum that should and can be realized. They can be 
carried out partly through international treaties, partly 
through simultaneous legislation in the various States. 
This should call into action a new spirit, giving force 
and life to the letter of the text, necessary to the exist- 
ence of a new world following the collapse of the old 
ideas. 

We ask the support of all civilized nations. 

MINIMUM PROGRAM. 

1. No annexation or transfer of territory shall be 
made contrary to the interests and wishes of the popu- 
lation concerned. Where possible their consent shall be 
obtained by plebiscite or otherwise. 

The States shall guarantee to the various nationali- 
ties included in their boundaries equality before the 
law, religious liberty, and the free use of their native 
languages. 

2. The States shall agree to introduce in their colo- 
nies, protectorates and spheres of influence, liberty of 
commerce, or at least equal treatment for all nations. 

3. The work of the Hague Conferences with a view to 
the peaceful organization of the Society of Nations shall 
be developed. 

The Hague Conference shall be given a permanent 
organization and meet at regular intervals. 
The States shall agree to submit all their disputes to 
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peaceful settlement. For this purpose there shall be 
created, in addition to the existent Hague Court of Ar- 
bitration, (a) a permanent Court of International Jus- 
tice; (b) a permanent Council of Investigation and 
Conciliation. The States shall bind themselves to take 
concerted action, diplomatic, economic, or military, in 
case any State should resort to military measures in- 
stead of submitting the dispute to judicial decision or 
to the mediation of the Council of Investigation and 
Conciliation. 

4. The States shall agree to reduce their armaments. 
In order to facilitate the reduction of naval armaments 
the right of capture shall be abolished and the freedom 
of the seas assured. 

5. Foreign policy shall be under the effective control 
of the parliaments of the respective nations. 

Secret treaties shall be void. 



INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF WOMEN. 
April 28, 29, 30, 1915. 

(The Hague, Holland.) 
Resolutions Adopted. 

I. Women and War. 

1. Protest. 

We women, in International Congress assembled, 
protest against the madness and the horror of war, 
involving as it does a reckless sacrifice of human 
life and the destruction of so much that humanity 
has labored through centuries to build up. 

2. Women's Sufferings in War. 

This International Congress of Women opposes 
the assumption that women can be protected under 
the conditions of modern warfare. It protests 
vehemently against the odious wrongs of which 
women are the victims in time of war, and espe- 
cially against the horrible violation of women which 
attends all war. 

II. Action Towards Peace. 

3. The Peace Settlement. 

This International Congress of Women of different 
nations, classes, creeds, and parties is united in ex- 
pressing sympathy with the suffering of all, what- 
ever their nationality, who are fighting for their 
country or laboring under the burden of war. 

Since the mass of the people in each of the 
countries now at war believe themselves to be fight- 
ing, not as aggressors, but in self-defense and for 
their national existence, there. can be no irrecon- 
cilable difference between them, and their common 
ideals afford a basis upon which a magnanimous 
and honorable peace might be established. The 
Congress therefore urges the governments of the 
world to put an end to this bloodshed and to begin 
peace negotiations. It demands that the peace 
which follows shall be permanent, and therefore 
based on principles of justice, including those laid 
down in the resolutions adopted by this Congress, 
namely : 

That no territory should be transferred without 
the consent of the men and women in it, and that 
the right of conquest should not be recognized. 

That autonomy and a democratic parliament 
should not be refused to any reople. 

That the governments of all nations should come 
to an agreement to refer future international dis- 
putes to arbitration or conciliation and to bring 
social, moral, and economic pressure to bear upon 
any country which resorts to arms. 

That foreign politics should be subject to demo- 
cratic control. 

That women should be granted equal political 
rights with men. 



4. Continuous Mediation. 

This International Congress of Women resolves to 
ask the neutral countries to take immediate steps 
py create a conference of neutral nations which 
shall, without delay, offer continuous mediation. 
The Congress shall invite suggestions for settlement 
from each of the belligerent nations and in any case 
shall submit to all of them simultaneously reason- 
able proposals as a basis of peace. 

III. Principles of a Permanent Peace. (Elaborated from II-3.) 

IV. International Co-operation. 

10. Third Hague Conference. 

This International Congress of Women urges that 
a third Hague Conference be convened immediately 
after the war. 

11. International Organisation. 

This International Women's Congress urges that 
the organization of the Society of Nations should be 
further developed on the basis of a constructive 
peace, and that it should include: 

a. As a development of the Hague Court of Arbi- 
tration, a permanent International Court of Justice 
to settle questions or differences of a justiciable 
character, such as arise on the interpretation of 
treaty rights or of the law of nations. 

b. As a development of the constructive work of 
the Hague Conference, a permanent International 
Conference holding regular meetings in which 
women should take part, to deal not with the rules 
of warfare, but with practical proposals for further 
international co-operation among the States. This 
conference should be so constituted that it could 
formulate and enforce those principles of justice, 
equity, and good will in accordance with which the 
struggles of subject communities could be more 
fully recognized and the interests and rights, not 
only of the great powers and small nations, but also 
those of weaker countries and primitive peoples 
gradually adjusted under an enlightened interna- 
tional public opinion. 

The International Conference shall appoint : 
A permanent Council of Conciliation and Investi- 
gation for the settlement of international differences 
arising from economic competition, expanding com- 
merce, increasing population, and changes in social 
and political standards. 

12. General Disarmament. 

This International Congress of Women, advocat- 
ing universal disarmament and realizing that it can 
only be secured by international agreement, urges, 
as a step to this end, that all countries should, by 
such an international agreement, take over the 
manufacture of arms and munitions- of war and 
should control all international traffic in the same. 
It sees in the private profits accruing from the great 
armament factories a powerful hindrance to the 
abolition of war. 

13. Commerce and Investments. 

a. The Congress urges that in all countries there 
shall be liberty of commerce ; that the seas shall be 
free and the trade routes open on equal terms to 
the shipping of all nations. 

6. Inasmuch as the investment by capitalists of 
one country in the resources of another and the 
claims arising therefrom are a fertile source of 
international complications, tfcis Congress urges the 
widest possible acceptance of the principle that such 
investments shall be made at the risk of the in- 
vestor, without claim to the official protection of his 
government. 

14. National Foreign Policy. 

a. This International Congress of Women de- 
mands that all secret treaties shall be void, and that 
for the ratification of future treaties the participa- 
tion of at least the legislature of every government 
shall be necessary. 



